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                     Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School 
Paula Tannen Preschool 

3630 Afton Road · San Diego, CA  92123 · 858-279-3300        
www.hebrewday.org 

June 10, 2016                                        Parsha Bemidbar 
4 Sivan 5776                                    Light Candles 7:38 pm  

They’re Back!  

Welcome back 8th grade from Israel! 
The excitement was palpable in the halls of Hebrew Day on Thursday. At any 

moment the graduating class of 2016 would be arriving back from their trip to Israel. 

Along with their amazing chaperones, Morah Alysa Segal and Mr. Yisroel Weiser, 

they spent 10 glorious, jam packed days touring our homeland and forging a long 

lasting connection with each other and the land of Israel! As the bus pulled up, the 

students were greeted with cheers and a beautifully decorated banner by our 

Kindergarten class. There were hugs, screams of excitement, and a room full of 

students awaiting them inside. As they entered the common area all the students 

cheered and high fives were all around. Morah Weiser put together a slideshow of 

their adventure for them to relive those amazing moments they shared. The entire 

school got to get a small glimpse into the amazing experience! Morah Weiser took a 

poll at the end and the response was unanimous, every student in Hebrew Day wants 

to have the same opportunity when they graduate Hebrew Day! Perhaps the most 

beautiful part of the welcome was seeing the absolute pure joy of the students seeing 

their older peers back in the building. The 8th grade were touched by the welcome 

and left with a warm community feeling, as they headed home to get a good night’s 

rest after an indescribable inspiring experience! 
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 Calendar of Events 

Headmaster: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 

rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 
 

Principal:  Rabbi Meir Cohen 

rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 

Director of School Administration:  

Estelle Workman 

eworkman@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Admissions:  

Beth Licha 

blicha@hebrewday.org  

Dean of Students:  

Giovanna Reinking 

giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org  
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 

rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 

klapp@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Development:  

Joyce Arovas 

jarovas@hebrewday.org 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large: 

Eilene Cummins  

Moises Eilemberg Iliana Glovinsky 

Allen Gruber  Gavin Horn 

Yonina Kaplan  Michael Leeman 

Philip Silverman Marilyn Williams 

Marcia Wollner  Missy Wrotslavsky 

Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

         June 2016 

June 13, 2016 
No School—Shavuot 
 
June 14, 2016 
9 am start of school 
 
June 15, 2016 
1st grade field trip to funbelievable 
 
June 16, 2016 
Kindergarten Alef/Bet and Alphabet Presentation 

June 17, 2016 
Last Day of School 
Noon Dismissal 

 
For the most accurate and up to date 
calendar, please always refer to our 
website at www.hebrewday.org 
 
 

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

mailto:rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org
mailto:eworkman@hebrewday.org
mailto:klapp@hebrewday.org
mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org
http://www.hebrewday.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=106100&pageId=118774
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 Parshat Bemidbar 
OVERVIEW: Parshat Bamidbar (Numbers 1 – 4:20) 
The Book of Bamidbar - "In the desert" [Fourth of the Five Books of the Torah] - begins with G-d commanding Moshe to take a 
census of all men over age twenty - old enough for service. The count reveals just over 600,000. The levi'im are counted 
separately later, because their service will be unique. They will be responsible for transporting the Mishkan and its furnishings 
and assembling them when the nation encamps. The 12 Tribes of Israel, each with its banner, are arranged around the Mishkan 
in four sections: East, south, west and north. Since Levi is singled out, the tribe of Yosef is split into two tribes, Efraim and 
Menashe, so there will be four groups of three. When the nation travels, they march in a formation similar to the way they 
camp. A formal transfer is made between the first born and the levi'im, whereby the levi'im take over the role the firstborn 
would have had serving in the Mishkan if not for the sin of the golden calf. The transfer is made using all the 22,000 surveyed 
levi'im from one month old and up. Only levi'im between 30 and 50 will work in the Mishkan. The remaining firstborn sons are 
redeemed with silver, similar to the way we redeem our firstborn today. The sons of Levi are divided in three main families, 
Gershon, Kehat and Merari (besides the kohanim - the special division from Kehat's family). The family of Kehat carried the 
menorah, the table, the altar and the holy ark. Because of their utmost sanctity, the ark and the altar are covered only by 
Aharon and his sons, before the levi'im prepare them for travel.   (C) 2013 Ohr Somayach International 

DRASHA – I have always been fascinated as to why this 
book of the Bible and this week’s Torah reading is 
called Bamidbar – in the desert. The rabbis of Midrash 
have stated that the lesson involved here is that the 
Torah only remains in a person who empties all other 
causes from one’s midst, and is as open and 
unoccupied as is the desert. 
  
Nevertheless, there may be other insights that may be 
gleaned from the use of the desert as the backdrop for 
the events and laws contained in this fourth book of 
the Torah. One of these different insights has to do 
with the ability of water to transform a barren desert 
into a productive place of lush fields and orchards. 
  
Here in Israel, the Negev desert that began fifty years 
ago just south of Chevron has now expanded many 
kilometers far south of Beersheba. This is due to the 
national water carrier system and other means of 
bringing water to that area of our country. Literally, 
the desert has bloomed in fulfillment of the ancient 
prophecies of Isaiah. 
  
Water can overcome the arid dryness and barrenness 
of the desert of the Negev. In California, desert valleys 
have been transformed into America’s vegetable 
basket by systems of water diverted from the Colorado 
River. Again, in that case water was the key to 
transforming a desert into a garden and orchard. There 
are plans afloat all over the world to transform deserts 
into arable land. However, fresh water is a valuable 
and oftentimes scarce commodity and the struggle to 
discover and harness more of it for agricultural and 
human use is a continuous one.  

 Throughout the books of the prophets of Israel and as 
well as within the Talmud, the Torah itself is 
metaphorically compared to and even called water. 
Just as water has the ability to convert desolate and 
nonproductive desert land into a veritable Garden of 
Eden, so too can Torah fill the void in our hearts and 
souls and make us productive holy people. 
  
Torah, like the water that represents it, has this 
enormous regenerative power. The book of Bamidbar 
will, in its narrative of the many sad and tragic events 
that befell Israel in its sojourn in the desert, constantly 
remind us of the powers of water/Torah to restore the 
Jewish people to a purposeful existence with greatly 
productive achievements in spite of all of its failures 
and backsliding. 
  
No matter how bleak and barren the desert landscape 
in which we currently find ourselves, we should always 
be cognizant of the ability of Torah to refresh and 
renew us. The Jewish people are an old nation and yet 
our powers of rejuvenation have never waned. We 
were and are constantly nourished by the waters of 
Torah irrespective of whatever desert we found or find 
ourselves in. 
  
Thus the choice of Jewish tradition to call this book of 
the Torah by the name of Bamidbar - in the desert – is 
meant to convey to us this message of hope, constant 
redemption and rebirth. 
 
 Shabbat shalom  Rabbi Berel Wein   (C) 2013 
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 The Soille Scene 

The fifth graders took a 

trip back in time to the 

Old West at the comple-

tion of their Westward 

Movement unit.  They 

visited an old Ghost 

Town where they saw 

a blacksmith at work, got caught in the middle of a gunfight, stood under 

a hanging tree, and protected a robber from the sheriff!  

Fifth grade also hiked Cowles Mountain in honor of Shavuot this week! Good job making it to the top fufth 

grade! 
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 The Soille Scene 

Poetry Slam 

 

As the students walked into class on Wednesday, they were greeted with tickets, music, and a host welcom-

ing them to the 3rd Corner Cafe. You might be wondering why. The reason is because the 3rd graders had 

their first annual Poetry Slam. Students rehearsed and memorized poems and then had to come up with a 

skit, a song, a rap, or a PowerPoint to represent those poems. The students went up individually and in 

groups to perform their awesome poems and received complementary hot cocoa to simulate the coffee-

house experience.  
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 The Soille Scene 
Third Graders Show Their Pioneer Spirit! 

If you saw a child in a bonnet or suspenders on Tuesday it must have been a third 

grader. The students had scoured their closets to find old fashioned looking 

garments and accessories for  Pioneer Day. They looked truly like pioneers of the 

late 1800’s with their white blouses, long tiered skirts, aprons and hats. The novel 

they have been reading Little House in the 

Big Woods appeared to come to life as they 

participated in activities true to that time 

period. 

The students started their day by doing the chore of baking biscuits in 

cooperative groups. During this time they also made their own butter. 

After they finished their chores, they did relay races and had a blast! 

Candle making, a chore actually done by children, was next. The 

students dipped candles into bright 

melted wax and made beautiful 

decorative candles to display and 

use at home. To simulate quilt making the third grade pioneers glued 

solid and patterned paper into a pattern. All their creations were 

magnificent. 

Next, it was time to play like a pioneer and the students chose from an 

assortment of games such as Lincoln Logs. They also learned how to play 

the simple game of marbles by shooting the marbles with their fingers 

and trying to hit other marbles out of the circle. During this time they 

also painted flowerpots and hunted through the sand to find and 

categorize precious stones! 
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 The SOille Scene 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School 
53rd Anniversary Gala Sunday, June 5, 2016 

Bikkurim play from 5th grade during Rosh     

Chodesh assembly. 

Mazal Tov to 4th graders on the completion of their 

California Reports! 

Hebrew Day Gala 
Thank you Honorary 
Committee! 
 
Honorary Chairs 
Daniel & Emily Einhorn 
Ernest Rady 
Derek & Robyn Lichter 
 
Committee 
Simone Abelsohn 
Rabbi Moshe Adatto 
Jonathan Aires 
Anne Arenson Winter 
Mike & Karen Aron 
Geoffrey & Carla Berg 
Malcolm Bund 
Arthur & Eilene Cummins 
Lesley Davis 
Moises Eilemberg 
Leo and Robin Eisenberg 
David & Claire Ellman 
Ray & Rhona Fink 
Wendy and Harold Frysh 
Franklin & Jean Gaylis 
Monica Handler-Penner & 
Ami Gires 
Eli & Iliana Glovinsky 
Rabbi Philip Graubart 
Allen & Toni Gruber 

Michael Hopkins 
Gavin & Cheryl Horn 
Hilary Isakow 
Julian & Jenny Josephson  
Danny & Yonina Kaplan 
Marjory Kaplan & JJ            
Surbeck 
Adam & Tara Klein 
Jerry & Gayle Klusky 
Michael & Margaret Leeman 
Sean & Loretta Levi 
Daniella Lewis 
David Lissek 
Michael & Paula Mantell 
Rabbi Scott & Jennifer  
Meltzer 
Rabbi Michoel Peikes 
Robert & Allison Price 
Colin & Jane Scher 
Charlene Seidle 
Yaakov & Devorah Shore 
Stanley & Marilyn Smiedt 
Michael Sonduck 
Gary Torgow 
Gidon & Marilyn Williams 
Rabbi Jeffrey Wohlgelernter 
David & Marcia Wollner 
Bertie & Jackie Woolf 
Phil & Missy Wrotslavsky 
Brian & Celena Zimmerman 

Hebrew Day Gala 
Thank you Volunteers! 
 
Simone Abelsohn 
Mike & Karen Aron 
Sara Boniske 
Shauna Breskin 
Tzur & Vanessa De Lara 
Ora Duben 
Maggy Dujowich 
Liz Estline 
Mindi Estrada 
Steve Fox 
Bella Freifeld 
Diana Godbold 
Rachel Guenniche 
Judith Halperin 
Cheryl Horn 
Hilary Isakow 
Jacqueline Jacobs 

Yonina & Danny Kaplan 
Jen Lerner 
Yiftach Levy & Jennifer Tabak
-Levy 
Jeff & Beth Licha 
Robyn Lichter 
Louisa Liebman 
Paula Matthews 
Ilana Podolsy 
Debbie Rappoport 
Jenny Raz 
Bobbe Reitman 
Vicki Rosenberg 
Sherry Saavedra 
Helena Shaked 
Mal Smiedt 
Esther Solomon 
Bessie Wainstein 
Malka Weiser 

Hebrew Day Gala 
Thank you Underwriters! 
 
Jozef & Tamara Adato 
Anne Arenson Winter 
Mike & Karen Aron 
Daniel & Joyce Arovas 
Nancy & Alberto Calderon 
City of Hope 
Bard & Pam Cosman 
Arthur & Eilene Cummins 
Sam & Sandra Dimenstein 
David & Claire Ellman 
Uri Feldman 
Erez Gargir 
Shery Gargir 

Roger & Sarah Kasendorf 
Adam & Tara Klein 
Jerry & Gayle Klusky 
Sean & Loretta Levi 
Monica Handler Penner & 
Ami Gires 
Cassandra Prescott 
Private Bancorp of America, 
Inc. 
Ron & Elaine Salovey 
San Diego Private Bank 
Stan & Mal Smiedt 
Talmer Bank & Trust 
 

Special Thanks to: 

 
 

Jermaine Dawson 
Ray Mills 
Jackie Dino 
Diana Godbold 
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 Community News 
Mazel Tov to… 
 
…Rabbi Chanan (HDS Class of 1996) and Goldie Weiser on 
the bris of their son Moshe Yitzchak in Hamilton, ON, and to 
proud grandparents Rabbi Simcha and Betty Weiser and 
family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kinori family is moving to Chicago in 10 
days and they want to give away their piano. 
We'll give it for free but the family who takes it 
will need to cover delivery expanses only 
(around $100). It works very well and we just 
can't take it with us due to lack of space...my 
phone is: 619-540-4120, Liat Kinori.  
 

You are cordially invited... 
to attend the fourteenth commencement 
ceremony of Torah High School of San 
Diego which will be held on Thursday, June 
16th, in the Social Hall at Torah High School, 
9001 Towne Centre Drive, San Diego, CA 



Paula Tannen Preschool News
Week of June 6, 2016

Themes of the Week
Shavuot

Edible Torah Project Luchot Painting

Our Butterfly Garden



Shavuot!
Shavuot is in the air! The children had a rich week of experiencing the sweetness 

of our Torah heritage as the holiday for celebrating the Jews receiving the Torah 

at Har Sinai approaches! They made edible Torahs, painted luchot, and played 

mitzvah games. 

  

Thank you to the 
Giebler & Sutherland 

families for 
sponsoring our final 

Teacher Appreciation 
Rosh Chodesh 

Lunch!!!

Visit from 
Rabbi Avraham Cohen

Picnic Day

Shabbat 
Shalom!



Rainbow Fish Painting with 
Celery Sticks

Field Trip to 
Sea World



Important Dates:
June 13 -  No School- Shavuot 

June 14- 9:00am Late Start
June 17- Noon Dismissal- Last Day School

Painting Shavuot Flowers

Mitzvah Memory Game

Father Son Activity

Fun with Morah Faye



 

 

 

Does your child have difficulty… 

 Being understood or pronouncing sounds 

 Understanding or recalling information 

 Answering questions or thinking of what to say  

 Speaking in complete sentences that make sense and 

are grammatically appropriate  

 Using their voice adequately 

 Speaking fluently (stuttering) 

 Using social skills in comparison to their peers  

 

If the answer to any of the above was a yes, then he or she 

might benefit from speech and/or language therapy. 

 

Yael Estersohn SLP-CCC will be offering therapy sessions 

during the summer months for a reduced rate exclusively for 

Hebrew Day School students. She has worked with children in 

private clinics and public schools both in New York City and 

San Diego. 

 

To find out more information or sign-up please e-mail 

yaelye3@gmail.com to secure a spot.  

mailto:yaelye3@gmail.com
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that serves snack & Lunch?  
Wilikers! Start your child’s Jewish summer off right! That’s 
right!  Its back!  Another Beth Jacob Congregation mini-camp:  
 
 
 
 
 
It’s a one week camp for 1st – 5th graders, filled with sports, 
fun, learning, sports, davening, gardening, cooking, and more 
sports! It’s only 25 bucks [ask about our BJC member prices] and 
even includes snacks and lunch. So if you want a kosher, 
Jewish and fun start to your child’s summer, its only at:  
Beth  Jacob  Congregation:  The  center  for  your  Jewish  
life!!  
     

  

     
     

 for a week?  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Story 11:30pm -12:00am: 
All children of all ages, come and enjoy a Torah themed story! 
Followed by TWGCG(n.w.f.) 

The Ethics 12:10-12:30am: 
Children 5+ learn Pirkie Avot together, and understand some of the moral fiber (fiber is something 
lacking in the TWGCG) our sages have left for us. Followed by TWGCG(n.w.f.)   

The Hunt 1:00 – 2:30am : 
Kids 10+ Search the building… for clues.  The clues are from all over TaNach (written Bible).  Enjoy an 
evening of learning and fun as your team tries to unravel a tough trail with a sweet ending!  (Hourly 
break for TWGCG(n.w.f.)) 

Want sweet  
holiday memories  

for your kid? 
This World’s Greatest Candy Grab: 
  Now with fruit! 

This a world created by kids, for kids!  Its an entire room filled with mouthwatering 
candies, now with an around the world theme! See how every country can share in 
Torah’s sweet delight.  Much as in this world we learn Gd’s precious Torah knowing 
that a land of sweet reward awaits us, your child will receive on minute in this land 
of reward periodically throughout the night for their learning.  So come, enjoy.  

 

4855 College Ave S.D., CA 92115 
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